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SUB J : SHIPMENT OF MILITARY ITEMS TO ETHIOPIA 

REF: STATE 045038 

1 . A COPY OF PRESS STATEMENT DESCRIBING THE SHIPMENT OF MILITARY 
ITEMS TO ETHIOPIA WAS PASSED TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY BY THE DCM 
FEB 23. (WE WERE UNABLE TO LOCATE RESPONSIBLE OFFICER AT THE 
MINISTRY YESTERDAY.) PROTOCOL DEPUTY WHO RECEIVED IT TODAY SAID 
IT WOULD BE PASSED PROMPTLY TO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL. DCM CALLED 
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT LETHAL ITEMS IN AN ALREADY LICENSED 
SHIPMENT HAD BEEN SUSPENDED, AND NOTED EXPORT OF TRUCKS AND SPARE 
PARTS DID NOT MEAN ANY CHANGE IN EVENHANDED US POLICY. THE 
EXPLANATION WAS ACCEPTED WITHOUT COMMENT. 

2. COMMENT: IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT WE WERE UNABLE TO MAKE 
TIMELY DELIVERY, EMBASSY BELIEVES IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE WE BE IN A POSITION TO INFORM THE GSDR IN ADVANCE ON 
MATTERS OF THIS NATURE. WE APPRECIATE THE DEPARTMENT'S EFFORT 
IN MAKING IT AVAILABLE TO US. 
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